
Those entering seminary having already completed
college or some college will be required to spend at
least two years earning a degree or certificate in
philosophy.

In the discipleship stage, there
is systematic and rigorous
formation to grow in an intimate
relationship with Jesus Christ through
a life of meditation and contemplation,
as well as the training of one’s character in
Christian virtue. 
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PASTORALINTELLECTUAL

HUMAN

Ongoing formation allows for the 
continuing integration of priests'
identity and ministry for the sake of
mission.

PROPAEDEUTIC

CONFIGURATION

“Discerners” are men of eligible age without
impediment who are in the process of
hearing/discovering God’s call to the
priesthood through listening and personal
accompaniment. They must be in prayerful
dialogue with God and with the Church.

DISCERNMENT

DISCIPLESHIP

Those entering seminary after high school will earn an
undergraduate degree in philosophy before continuing
to theological studies.

COLLEGE (4 YEARS):

PHILOSOPHY (2 YEARS):

Once accepted to seminary, the propaedeutic
stage provides men with the basic
groundwork they need to engage in an
intense and profound vocational discernment
in the seminary community. This stage
establishes a new way of life rooted in prayer,
study, fraternity, and a spirit of
docility to formation. 
1-2 YEARS

VOCATIONAL SYNTHESIS

PRIESTHOOD

6 MONTHS-1 YEAR

The vocational synthesis stage is a 
time of integration in which a transitional
deacon begins full-time pastoral ministry
while applying all aspects of his prior
formation. Guided closely by the pastor and
supported by the local Church, the deacon 
gains practical experience, grows in      

pastoral maturity, and becomes 
more fully united into the diocese.

In the configuration stage,

Shepherd and Servant. This stage deepens
his personal relationship with Christ and
fosters a strong sense of priestly identity
rooted in prayer, obedience, and pastoral
charity. The conferral of ministries of lector
and acolyte mark this configuration
through liturgical service, evangelization,
and care for the poor.
4+ YEARS

the seminarian conforms his life to
the self-giving example of Jesus Christ,

STAGES OF
PRIESTLY FORMATION
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